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reforms when it understands that it is just as
important, when seeking happiness, not to live on
false opinions as it is not to eat adulterated
foods.

VI. The substance of things escapes us. It
has, moreover, no share in our happiness. It is
in vain that the objects of our longings remain the
same, our attitude with regard to them does not.
Wealth, ambition, power, fame, the distinctions
or the charms of polished society retain their
virtues, and never change. The ribbon of the
Legion of Honour retains its crimson hue and that
of the academic palms keeps the violet shade*
Yet the ardent longings of some are offset by the
contempt of others. Nay, more; how is it that
we should so consumingly desire the very ribbon
to which, a few years later, we shall be entirely
indifferent?

The same object which inspires some with over-
whelming thrills of yearning makes many others
smile! Where we see a source of happiness, others
behold only a source of ridicule. While our
education tends only toward concrete goals, a
shallow comprehension of life and the conquest
of wealth, there are superior minds which detach
themselves from these things and declare our
education and our life, as the majority of men